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Brussels, 31 July 2015 
Ares (2015) 

Dear Mr Mayor, 

On behalf of President Juncker, I would like to express my appreciation for your letter and for 
the commendable efforts made by Greece and the island of Lesvos, in particular, in 
addressing the current situation in the Mediterranean. 

Taking into account the burden that Greece carries in the control of the external borders, 
including the emergency situations, the EU provides financial and operational support to 
ensure effective border control, a high level of security at the borders and efficient tackling of 
irregular migration. 

In this context, Greece is one of the main beneficiaries of EU Funds and also continues to 
benefit from emergency assistance, which caters for strengthening of the first reception 
response to new arrivals, provision of legal information and interpretation for the effective 
management of immigration flows in the Eastern External Borders. More particularly, 
Greece's national programmes for both Asylum Migration and Integration Fund and Internal 
Security Fund foresee measures aiming at helping and reinforcing Lesvos capacities to deal 
with such high migratory flows, including its screening and reception capacities. 

In addition, the Commission managed to make it possible exceptionally for Greece also to use 
the European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF) to address the increased needs in the 
area of asylum. It is strongly in Greece's interest to secure as much EU funding as possible 
from all available, sources in order to ensure the sustainable operation of the national asylum 
and migration system. ESIF are managed by the Greek Regions and the decision to earmark 
funding for the establishment of open reception facilities for applicants for international 
protection lies solely with them. 

As regards the need to provide first response aid and address a humanitarian crisis, Member 
States most directly affected by the arrival of new migrants, can request in-kind support, 
through the EU's Civil Protection Mechanism. The support to frontline Member States dealing 
with the influx of migrants can take the form of vaccines, personal protective equipment, 
drugs, triage, diagnostics and screening, treatment beds and healthcare professionals. 

Mr S. Galenos 
Mayor's Office 
Municipality of Lesvos 
Region of Lesvos 
Hellenic Republic 

& Ä'JW - .99-/0/4 M'iaáed - Ä/ ¿'ê/7<? 
Ш- + /ď 

Ref. Ares(2015)3222000 - 31/07/2015



Furthermore, the European Agenda on Migration includes a series of immediate actions that 
have already started to be implemented and that could relieve the pressure on the island of 
Lesvos: 

• The budget of the Frontex operations Triton and Poseidon were tripled. In the framework 
of Joint Operation Poseidon, Frontex is actively supporting the Greek competent 
authorities in charge of border control but also the processing of migratory flows arriving 
in the Eastern Aegean Islands; a considerable part of these efforts focuses on the Island of 
Lesvos. 

• The Commission has proposed the relocation of 40,000 applicants in clear need of 
international protection from the frontline Member States of Greece and Italy. Home 
Affairs Ministers reached an agreement on 20th July 2015 to relocate 16,000 applicants for 
international protection from Greece. 

• The Agenda also presented a "Hotspot" system offering a coordinated platform for EU 
Agencies - notably EASO, Frontex and Europol - to intervene rapidly at Europe's 
external borders under pressure. The Commission is working closely with the Greek 
authorities to set up a "Hotspot" in Piraeus that should be operational very soon. 

I would like to take this opportunity, to inform you that at the occasion of the launch of the 
Hotspot in Greece, I intend to visit the Island of Lesvos. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dimitris AVRAMOPOULOS 




